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not unlike the gyrations of a 'wire-hair' when he
circles round a hedgehog, uncertain where to attack the
prickly ball. Thunderous concussions proceeded at
intervals from the destroyer as she turned and turned
about, followed by great columns of black water rising
into the air. At last all was still, and the inhabitants of
the town were almost choked by the smell of the petrol
which rose and floated upon the surface of the sea. A
German submarine had been sunk. The poor devils of
occupants did not have such a comfortable time as one
of our own submarine petty officers, who after recounting
his own exploits, added, " Yes; we did very well that
day, we fired a torpedo into the blighter and then dived
three hundred feet to the bottom of the sea.5' " Yes; and
what did you do then?" said a friend. "Oh, I did very-
well then; I won 3$. 6d. at poker." These pests were
then infesting even the Irish Sea and the passage from
Belfast to Fleetwood, which we had to make that
Autumn, was not without peril. In her care for my
West Highlander, Dandy, and her own Skye terrier,
Danny, my wife bought two india-rubber swimming
collars which she inflated and fastened round the necks
of the two little chaps, and sat with them in the com-
panion way of the packet, to be ready for a dive with
them should we be torpedoed! This was the night the
Lusitania was sunk off Queenstown.
Precautions of this kind sometimes took an un-
consciously humorous turn. I remember, when the
bombing raids were at their height, a notice in our
sitting-room at the Station Hotel, Newcastle, which
read: "Will visitors wishing to be informed of the
approach of hostile aircraft, please inform the chamber-
maid, or place a cross opposite their number on the
'call board5 in the Hall." The cool and pompous
nonchalance of this was followed by the further cour-
teously grave notice: "The night staff will direct
visitors who wish to make use of the basement until the
danger is over."
The  air-raids  however were  no joke.    Both the